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Preface 
(common to all 5 books) 


There are 5 books from us on the "Battle for Tamil Eelam". Together they provide an 
overall perspective on the ongoing conflict between the Tamil minority and Sinhala 
majority in Sri Lanka. 


Articles in these 5 books were originally published between 1997 and 2019, at various 
points in the history of the Sinhala-Tamil ethnic conflict/war. Date of original publication 
is provided below the author name in each article. Our articles provide snapshots of the 
situation in Sri Lanka between 1997 and 2019, and useful to anyone who wants to 
understand what happened in Sri Lanka in those fateful years. 


We think that the conflict will continue in one form or another, for a separate country or 
for equal treatment within a federal country, until the minority Tamils feel they are not 
treated as second class citizens, not economically exploited and their language and 
culture are respected and protected. 
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1. 
Sri Lanka: Minority Tamils Should Seek American Help 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: June 2008] 


[This article was written in June 2008, almost a year before the fall of Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in May 2009. ] 


For the past several years I have been advocating the position that minority Tamils 
should actively seek American help to achieve their legitimate rights to run their own 
affairs in Sri Lanka. Corollary to this position is that Tamils should stop their constant 
pleading to India for help because India would never help the Tamils. This is discussed 
in several of my articles in Reference 1. India’s continued military, financial and 
diplomatic support to Sri Lanka during the past two years proves my point. 


In 2002, as preparations were being made for peace talks between the Tamil militant 
group, Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), and the Sri Lankan government, LTTE 
wanted to hold the talks close by and asked India for permission to hold the talks. India 
refused. I suggested at that time a bold move. I wrote in the article Sri Lankan Peace 
Talks on an American Ship [Chapter 2]: "The Sri Lankan Government, LTTE and the 
Norwegian facilitators should turn to the United States of America (USA). Request the 
American Government to anchor an American Navy ship off the Sri Lankan coast and 
make it available for the peace talks. The ship could be anchored at the Colombo harbor 
or Trincomalee harbor." I thought that it would make America directly involved in the 
peace talks and give an opportunity for American officials to know firsthand that Tamils 
are not unreasonable warmongers but are reasonable people willing to settle for a true 
federal setup with real devolution of powers to run their own affairs. 


I also wrote that Sri Lanka is not a reliable ally or friend to America in South Asia. In 
Chapter 4, I explained this with couple of examples and closed the article with the 
following statement: "What America needs in South Asia is not a wavering, opportunistic 
friend but a solid and capable ally that would stand by it whether it rains or shines." It is 
up to the Tamil leaders to convince American officials that they could be such an ally. 


Leaders of Tamil Eelam should realize once and for ever that India would never help 
them to achieve an independent country or a federal set up where the Tamil Province in 
Sri Lanka has substantial power devolved to it [Reference 1]. They should seek for allies 
elsewhere at least in the diplomatic front to counter India. In the opinion of this writer, 
America is a possible ally. Tamil Eelam leaders should approach the American 
government and establish better relations with it. Recognize and respect that United 
States of America (USA) is a global power and that it has strategic interests in the Indian 
Ocean and South Asia. Discuss how Sri Lankan Tamils could be helpful to meet their 
interests. 


Tamil people need friends--powerful friends. The two countries that could influence the 
situation in Sri Lanka are India, as the neighboring regional power, and United States of 
America (USA), as the global power with strategic interests in the region. As noted in the 
previous paragraph, India will never help the Tamil people. So Tamil leaders should turn 
to America instead of repeatedly hitting their heads on the Indian brick wall. Try to open 
the American door. 


Reference 


1. "India and the Battle for Tamil Eelam", edited by Thanjai Nalankilli, Free e-book 
available where you downloaded this book. 
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2. 
Sri Lankan Peace Talks on an American Ship? 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: March 2002] 
Abbreviations 


AIADMK - All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
LTTE - Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
USA - United States of America 


Sri Lankan peace talks between the government and the Tamil minority represented by 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has hit a minor snag. The vexing problem 
is where to hold the talks. LTTE's chief delegate to the talks (chief negotiator) would be 
Dr. Anton Stanislaus Balasingham. Dr. Balasingham, in his sixties, currently lives in 
London, England. He is a diabetic and had a kidney transplant not long ago. His delicate 
health condition requires that the venue of the peace talks has modern medical facilities. 
Another concern is security for the government and LTTE delegates and the Norwegian 
facilitators. The venue should also be close to Sri Lanka so that the government and 
LTTE negotiators could frequently meet with and consult the President/Prime Minister 
and the LTTE Chief, respectively. Proximity is particularly important to Dr. Balasingham 
because frequent long-distance travel, for example, from Norway to Sri Lanka or England 
to Sri Lanka, could be too taxing for him. 


A few locations have been considered and dropped, among them, Madhu and Colombo. 
Madhu in the LTTE-held Tamil region of Sri Lanka is close and LTTE may be able to 
provide the necessary security. But Madhu, as well as any other location in the Tamil 
regions of Sri Lanka, has only meager medical facilities. Sri Lankan capital Colombo is 
close and has the medical facilities but security for the Tamil delegates could be a 
problem. There are powerful forces in the Sinhalese community within and without the 
government, including within the military, who could attempt to harm the Tamil 
delegates. 


An ideal location, from the perspective of proximity, security and medical care, is 
southern India. LTTE is banned in India as a terrorist organization. In spite of that, LTTE 
expressed strong interest in holding the talk there because of the proximity, security and 
medical care. Preferred locations were Chennai (Madras), Bangalore and 
Thiruvanathapuram (Trivandrum). No sooner did LTTE's interest leaked out to the press 
in early January 2002, the traditionally anti-LTTE lobbies, media and organizations, 
including two powerful political parties (AIADMK and Congress Party) opposed the 
idea. Although, during the past two months, many top LTTE leaders had publicly 
requested the Indian Government to host the talks in southern India, Indian Government 
has kept silent like the gods of Olympus silently enjoying the specter of mere mortals 
pleading to them for favours. 


Difficult problems require unorthodox solutions. If you cannot find a place close to Sri 
Lanka that meets the security and medical requirement, why not bring ''a suitable 
place" close to Sri Lanka? The Sri Lankan Government, LTTE and the Norwegian 
facilitators should turn to the United States of America (USA). Request the American 
Government to anchor an American Navy ship off the Sri Lankan coast and make it 
available for the peace talks. The ship could be anchored at the Colombo harbor or 
Trincomalee harbor. Both the government and LTTE delegates could be helicoptered 
back and forth between the ship and their respective headquarters for consultations with 
their leaders as necessary. (www.geocities.com/tamiltribune) There is no security threat 
to the delegates or the facilitators in the ship. US Navy can provide the necessary medical 
care for Dr. Balasingham. 


Sri Lanka is in friendly terms with America and would not object to this proposal. 
Although LTTE is banned as a terrorist organization in USA, LTTE was never hostile to 
it and should not object to it. In view of India's recently expressed friendship and 
cooperation with America, even India may not object. America had consistently taken the 
position that the conflict be resolved through peace talks. So they may be willing to give 
all necessary help. Considering everything, an American Navy ship anchored off the 
coast of Sri Lanka seems an ideal venue for peace talks between the Sri Lankan 
Government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
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3. 
Tamils Fought to Protect American Interests in Sri Lanka 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: November 1997] 


OUTLINE 


1. Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987 
2. India's Anti-American Demands to Sri Lanka 
3. Winners and Losers 


Abbreviations 


LTTE - Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
USA - United States of America 


IMPORTANT NOTE 


I am not saying that LTTE fought against the India-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987 as a 
surrogate for America. LTTE fought Sri Lanka and India against the accord because it 
did not meet even the minimum demands of Tamils. It so happened that it helped 
American interests in Sri Lanka also. 


1. Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987 
Roll back the time clock by a little over a decade. Dateline July 29, 1987. 


The Indian government, headed by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, forces the Sri Lankan 
government and the Sri Lankan Tamils to accept the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord. The option 
given to the Sri Lankan President J.R. Jayawardene was: "accept the accord or expect 
your country to be broken up into Sinhala Sri-Lanka and Tamil Eelam". President J.R. 
Jayawardene signs on the dotted line. (Jayawardene himself would tell a few years later 
in an interview that he accepted the accord only because his country would be split into 
two countries otherwise.) The Tamil guerrilla groups, with the exception of the dominant 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), also agree to the accord. Velupillai 
Prabhakaran, commander of LTTE, flown voluntarily to the Indian capital of New Delhi 
as a guest of the Indian government, refuses to accept the accord because he and his 
advisors find the accord flawed and detrimental to the Tamils. Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi puts them under house arrest in New Delhi and sends tens of thousands of Indian 
troops backed by tanks and heavy artillery into Tamil areas of Sri Lanka. Indian Navy's 
war ships also sail to the Tamil coasts. Indian Air Force warplanes are either in Jaffna or 
in South Indian bases just minutes from the theater of war if there were to be a war 
between Indian troops and the LTTE. 


The Eelam Tamils protest demanding the immediate release of Prabakaran and his 
advisors. Rajiv Gandhi succumbs and flies them back to Jaffna. After consulting with his 
commanders, Prabakaran reluctantly and tentatively agrees to the accord. The LTTE did 
not want to fight the Indian army with its vast superiority in manpower and firepower. 
But things deteriorate. Sri Lankan violations of certain terms of the accord within days of 
signing the accord; India turning a blind eye to these violations though they were brought 
to its attention; death of LTTE leader Thileepan on a fast to death in a peaceful, Gandhian 
protest against these violations; Sri Lankan military arresting some LTTE commanders 
and cadres; India's willingness to send them to Colombo for questioning against the 
advice of its own military commanders; suicidal death of these LTTE commanders and 
cadres to protect themselves from revealing LTTE military secrets to Sri Lanka under 
torture; these all lead to war between the Indian army and the LTTE. (We do not wish to 
elaborate on all the events that lead to the fighting or to assign blame to one side or the 
other here. They will be discussed in my book on Tamil Eelam). 


2. India's Anti-American Demands to Sri Lanka 


Now, coming to the title of this article, when did the Eelam Tamils fight to protect 
American interests in Sri Lanka? The war that broke out between the Indian military and 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam in 1987 and continued for over two years is the one 
that protected American interests in Sri Lanka. But for this war and the Tamil's refusal 
to accept the accord, America would have lost Sri Lanka to India forever! Let me 
explain. 


The world saw only parts of the 1987 India-Sri Lanka Accord that the Indian and Sri 
Lankan governments released to the press. Hidden from the world (including the Eelam 
Tamils) was a secret exchange of letters between the Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
and the Sri Lankan President Jayawardene dated July 29, 1987. Rajiv Gandhi extracted a 
heavy price from Sri Lanka for putting down the Tamil rebellion against Sinhala 
domination and discrimination. Here is the relevant extract from the secret exchange 
of letters (from Rajiv Gandhi to Jayawardene): 


"You had, during the course of our discussion, agreed to meet some of India's concerns as 
follows: 


1) Your Excellency and myself will reach an early understanding about the relevance and 
employment of foreign military and intelligence personnel with a view to ensuring that 
such presence will not prejudice Indo-Sri Lanka relations. 


2) Trincomalee or any other ports in Sri Lanka will not be made available for military use 
by any country in a manner prejudicial to India's interests. 


3) The work of restoring and operating the Tricomalee oil tank will be undertaken as a 
joint venture between India and Sri Lanka. 


4) Sri Lanka's agreement with foreign broadcasting organizations will be reviewed to 
ensure that any facilities set up by them in Sri Lanka are used solely as public 
broadcasting facilities and not for any military or intelligence purposes." 


These conditions are, of course, bitter pills for Sri Lanka to swallow. They infringed on 
the very sovereignty of Sri Lanka. Its sovereign right to use its ports in any way it saw fit 
and its right to allow foreign broadcasting stations on its soil are taken away. President 
Jayawardene meekly agreed to the Indian conditions. 


Sri Lanka, of course, need not have to agree to the accord. President Jayawardene had 
another option. He could grant the Tamils sufficient autonomy within a truly federal 
system of government and thus end Tamil's armed resistance to Sinhala hegemony. Then 
there would be no need for Indian military assistance and the high price India demanded 
and obtained. But President Jayawardene would rather surrender some of Sri Lanka's 
sovereign rights to India in order to keep the Sinhala hegemony over minority Tamils. 


3. Winners and Losers 


Who would have been the winners and losers if everyone including the LTTE accepted 
the accord? Unquestionably, India would have been the winner, and a feather in Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's cap. He would have Finlandized Sri Lanka (that is, Sri Lanka 
would tow India's line in military and foreign policy matters); a feat neither India's first 
Prime Minister, his paternal grandfather, Jawaharlal Nehru nor his predecessor and 
mother Prime Minister Indira Gandhi could do. 


Sri Lanka would have been a winner and a loser. On the plus side, the armed resistance 
of the Tamils against Sinhala colonization, domination and discrimination would end. 
They could now continue to settle Sinhalese in the fertile regions of Tamil areas and also 
continue discriminate against the Tamils in employment and development projects. On 
the negative side, Sri Lanka will have to accept Indian dictates in foreign policy matters. 


Eelam Tamils would be the primary losers under the accord because it did not meet even 
the minimum demands of the Tamils. 


America was not mentioned in either the accord or the exchange of letters between Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and President Jayawardene. But look at Rajiv Gandhi's letter to 
Jayawardene (see the excerpts in Section 2). There are passages like: "understanding 
about the relevance and employment of foreign military and intelligence personnel with a 
view to ensuring that such presence will not prejudice Indo-Sri Lanka relations", 
"Trincomalee or any other ports in Sri Lanka will not be made available for military use 
by any country in a manner prejudicial to India's interests", and "Sri Lanka's agreement 
with foreign broadcasting organizations will be reviewed to ensure that any facilities set 
up by them in Sri Lanka are used solely as public broadcasting facilities and not for any 
military or intelligence purposes". Which ''foreign military and intelligence 
personnel", "foreign military use of its ports" and "foreign broadcasting organizations" 
is Rajiv Gandhi referring to? 


The cold war between the United States of America (USA) and the Soviet Union was 
still hot in 1987. Though India identified itself as nonaligned, it always leaned towards 
the Soviet Union throughout the cold war years. Viewing the letter in that context, it is 
very clear that Rajiv Gandhi was telling Sri Lanka not to allow American military and 
intelligence personnel into the country or American naval vessels into its ports. The 
specific reference to the Tricomalee harbor is revealing. It is one of the largest natural 
ports in the world; ideal for docking large American Navy's naval vessels. India did not 
want America to have access to this large natural harbor. Also, the reference to "foreign 
broadcasting organizations" is revealing. Voice of America is the only foreign 
broadcasting station in Sri Lanka and America had plans to expand it. Under the accord, 
India can, and will, veto such an expansion. Had the 1987 India-Sri Lanka accord been 
accepted by Tamils (particularly the LTTE), America would not be able to have any 
military or intelligence presence in the strategic Sri Lankan island. Its war ships 
would be denied access to Sri Lankan harbors. Voice of America station in Sri 
Lanka (the only one in South Asia) could not be expanded. 


Only the Eelam Tamils fought against the accord. Though the Tamil population and the 
LTTE fighters paid a heavy price in loss of life, injuries and loss of property, India was 
unable to defeat the LTTE. The new Indian Prime Minister V. P. Singh withdrew the 
Indian troops in 1990. 


As soon as the Indian troops left the island, Sri Lanka considered the accord and the 
terms of the letters exchanged between its President and the Indian Prime Minister null 
and void (although it did not state so openly). Permission was granted to expand the 
Voice of America station. Now there are rumors of America establishing a naval base at 
Tricomalee harbor. But for the Tamil opposition to the 1987 India-Sri Lanka accord 
and their armed resistance to the Indian military that came to enforce the accord, there 
would be no expansion of Voice of America station in Sri Lanka and there would be no 
possibility of America having access to Sri Lankan harbors including the Trincomalee 
harbour. This was how Tamils protected American interests in Sri Lanka. 
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4. 
Sri Lanka, America and India: Two Suitors for a Lady 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: December 2002; Updated December 2007] 


[This article is also included in the free e-book "India and the Battle for Tamil Eelam" 
because of its relevance there also. ] 


OUTLINE 


1. A Little Story 
2. Sri Lanka Flirts with America and India 


1. A Little Story 


There was this young woman of loose moral character in a small township. Most 
everyone in the township knew everybody. She loved no one but herself. She was 
reasonably beautiful. That and her loose moral character attracted young men to her. So 
there were a few suitors for her. 


She enjoyed receiving expensive gifts from her suitors. There were especially two suitors 
of considerable means. She played one against the other to get expensive gifts from both. 
She would tell one, "Oh, he gave me this bracelet. What had you given me lately? I think 
I will become his steady girlfriend." So he gives her an expensive diamond necklace. 
Then she goes to the other, shows him the necklace and says that she may decide to 
become the other man's steady girlfriend. So he rushes and buys her another expensive 
gift. This went on for a little while. Soon both her suitors understood what was going on 
and stopped seeing her. No more gifts. No more pampering. She died alone a spinster. 


2. Sri Lanka Flirts with America and India 


Sri Lankan Government's recent diplomatic actions remind us of this young woman of 
loose moral character. Sri Lankan Government is playing neighboring India against the 
United States of America (USA). India is a regional South Asian power, with even 
greater ambitions. United States of America is the sole superpower of the world with its 
own Strategic and economic interests in South Asia and the Indian Ocean. The old 
"rivalry" between India and the United States of the cold war era is past. Everything may 
look "buddy-buddy" between India and America outside. But both are highly suspicious 
of each other, especially India. India has greater ambitions for the future and does not 
want the "big boy" America around. United States is not totally trusting of India either; 
they definitely should not. 


In is in the background of this geopolitical dance between America and India is Sri Lanka 
playing its dubious game of pitching one suitor against the other. India does not want 


United States of America getting a foothold in Sri Lanka. In fact, an exchange of letters 
between Sri Lankan President J.R. Jayawardene and Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
in 1987 stipulated that "Trincomalee or any other ports in Sri Lanka will not be made 
available for military use by any country in a manner prejudicial to India's interests" (a 
definite reference to America during those cold war days when India was an "unofficial 
ally", or at least a good friend, to the then Soviet Union). 


Indian Government considers that those letters and the 1987 India-Sri Lanka Peace 
Accord to which the letters were annexed are still in effect. By the late 1980s and the 
early 1990s, the then Sri Lankan President Premadasa considered the accord null and 
void for all practical purposes and asked Indian troops to leave the island. But the present 
Sri Lankan Government keeps a fuzzy view about it. Sri Lanka seems to interpret that the 
provisions of the letters about "ports for military use by any country in a manner 
prejudicial to India's interests" do not apply to United States of America any more under 
the present post cold war circumstances of "friendship" between India and America. 
Indian Government, however, does not seem to hold that view. It seems to hold the view 
that transit facilities or bases for American military can be offered only if SriLanka gets 
India's prior "approval". A case in point. 


In May 2002, the Sri Lankan Government negotiated an "Acquisition and Cross 
Servicing Agreement (ACSA)" with the United States. This agreement would allow 
United States military to utilize Sri Lanka's ports, airports and air space. It was widely 
anticipated that the agreement would be signed during Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe's visit to America in July 2002. It did not happen. Why? India quietly 
let it be known to Sri Lanka of its "displeasure" about the agreement. India did not want 
any American or other western military presence, even a transit arrangement, in Sri 
Lanka. At the time of this writing the agreement was yet to be signed. Sri Lanka plans to 
have the cake and eat it. It would provide its facilities open to the United States but 
without a formal agreement. 


Red lights should be blinking in Washington at the US State Department and the Defense 
Department. Will the United States be able to avail itself of Sri Lankan facilities at a time 
of need (for example, an urgent military operation in the Middle East or Central Asia) if 
India quietly conveys its objection to Sri Lanka? With or without a signature on a piece 
of paper, can the United States of America put its eggs in the Sri Lankan basket? 


Even at the best of times Sri Lanka is not trustworthy. Anyone dealing with it should be 
aware of its duplicity and double-dealings. I remember reading the following incidence in 
the newspapers. United Nations imposed an economic embargo on Iraq in 1990 (this was 
just before the 1991 Gulf War). United States Navy was at the forefront of enforcing the 
naval blockade. One day a suspicious ship going towards Iraq was located. American 
naval vessels rushed to that ship. It was a Sri Lankan ship going to Iraq, surreptitiously 
breaking the United Nations embargo. Soon the Gulf War broke out. Once the war broke 
out it was evident that the United States led coalition was committed to liberating 
Kuwait. Now Sri Lanka switched sides and offered to help America by allowing United 
States Air Force to refuel in Sri Lanka. 


War clouds are gathering over Iraq again. On October 11, 2002 Sri Lankan Prime 
Minister told that Sri Lanka would not provide America any transit facilities if war broke 
out between Iraq and a coalition led by America, because there was no defense pact 
between the two countries. But, somehow, according to Sri Lankan logic, it is all right for 
Sri Lanka to seek weapons and training from the United States although there was no 
defense pact. 


What America needs in South Asia is not a wavering, opportunistic friend but a solid and 
capable ally that would stand by it whether it rains or shines. 


UPDATE (December 2007) 


Sri Lanka and United States of America (USA) signed the Acquisition and Cross- 
Servicing Agreement (ACSA) on March 5, 2007 almost five years after it was tentatively 
agreed in 2002. The ACSA would be valid for 10 years. Whether India finally gave its 
nod for the agreement after almost five years or if Sri Lanka did it without seeking India's 
approval is not known. 
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Why India, Pakistan, China and America are all Arming the Sri 
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[First Published: January 2008] 


[This article is also included in the free e-books "India and the Battle for Tamil Eelam" 
and "International Community and the Battle for Tamil Eelam" because of its relevance 
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4. Why no one is Helping the Tamil Minority? 


Abbreviations 


ACSA - Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement 
LTTE - Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
USA - United States of America 


1. Introduction 


India, Pakistan, China and America are all helping the Sri Lankan military against the 
minority Tamil rebels, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). It is unusual and, in 
fact, unnatural for all these countries to arm the same side in a civil war. 


India and Pakistan are archenemies from the very day of their births on August 15, 1947. 
They have fought three major wars and there are ongoing border skirmishes. India is also 
accusing Pakistan of helping Kashmiri fighters and assisting in terrorist bomb attacks in 
India. It is thus natural for these two countries to help opposing sides in a war in their 
neighbourhood. Yet both are arming and training the Sri Lankan military in this war. 


India and China may not be enemies but they surely are rivals for influence in the Indian 
Ocean region. In normal circumstances they would be supporting opposing sides in the 
Sri Lankan war. Yet both are providing weapons to Sri Lankan military; India is mostly 
giving them as gift and China is mostly selling them (like Pakistan). 


India and United States of America (USA) are not enemies either. But they both have 
strategic interests in the Indian Ocean and Sri Lanka. In spite of its professed friendship 
with America, India jealously "guards" Sri Lanka from American influence. It was 


reported in South Asian newspapers that it was India's disapproval that held up signing of 
the "Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA)" between Sri Lanka and USA 
for over four years (July 2002 - March 2007). In a separate incident, in late 2007, India 
was reportedly unhappy over Sri Lanka allowing America to install a RADAR system to 
monitor LTTE movements; India fears that America would also use the RADAR to spy 
on its military moves in southern India. 


In spite of their enmity or rivalry with India, these countries--Pakistan, China and United 
States of America--support and assist the same side as India in the Sri Lankan ethnic 
conflict. Why? These countries think that even if they help the Tamil minority, once 
successful, the Tamils would "dump them" and side with India because of the umbilical 
relationship they "supposedly" have with India. What make them think so? 


2. Myth of an Umbilical Relationship Between Sri Lankan Tamils and India 


The umbilical relationship that Sri Lankan Tamils have is with the Tamil Nadu Tamils, 
and not with India as such. Let me elaborate. 


There are about 60 million Tamils in the Indian Union, primarily in the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu. They are of the same ethnic origin, speak the same language and have the 
same culture as Sri Lankan Tamils. Tamils are less than 10% of the Indian population. 
The rest of India speaks a dozen or so major languages. The largest group is the Hindi 
speakers of north India. They constitute about 40% of the population. Although they do 
not have a majority in the Indian parliament, Hindi politicians dominate Indian 
government policy making by allying with willing, and often power-hungry, politicians 
from other regions [See Reference | for details]. 


Political parties from Tamilnadu have been allying with Hindi-dominated political parties 
and sharing power at the Indian central government for almost two decades. Yet when it 
comes to Sri Lanka, decisions are made by Hindi politicians even if they go against the 
sentiments of their allies in Tamilnadu. Power hungry Tamil politicians look the other 
way even as the Indian Government carries out decidedly anti-Tamil policies in the Sri 
Lankan ethnic war. Any expression of disagreement with Indian policies on Sri Lanka 
would result in "anti-Indian" and "anti-national" labels, and possible removal from 
ministerial positions at the central government and dismissal of the state government 
(even if the party came to power with a overwhelming majority in Tamil Nadu). 


In short, although there is a blood bond, an umbilical relationship between Sri Lankan 
Tamils and Tamil Nadu Tamils, that bond--that special relationship--does not extend to 
the north or to the Indian government. To think that the Indian government has a special 
relationship, a kin feeling with Sri Lankan Tamils, and would come to their aide is wrong 
thinking. Events of the past two decades are evidence enough. It has nothing to do with 
the 1991 assassination of former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi by a Sri Lankan 
Tamil lady. India's anti-Tamil actions in Sri Lanka pre-date the assassination [Reference 
PAP 


3. Sri Lankan Tamils Look to India 


The unfortunate fact is that many Sri Lankan Tamils including many of their leaders of 
all political hue and colour seem to think that one day their knight in shining armour 
would come riding from New Delhi and save them. They think that their only possible 
help is from India and do not look for help elsewhere. In spite of India's help to the Sri 
Lankan government militarily, financially and diplomatically, many Sri Lankan Tamil 
people and leaders swear their eternal allegiance and love for India. They hope against 
hope that, may be, may be, their oft-repeated statements of love and loyalty might bring 
some help from India. That is not to be. India continues to provide military, financial and 
diplomatic assistance to Sri Lanka in its war against the Tamil minority. This writer is of 
the opinion that India would never help Sri Lankan Tamils achieve their legitimate rights. 
India's actions during the past two and a half decades are indicative of this. 


4. Why no one is Helping the Tamil Minority? 


Tamil leaders’ oft-repeated recitals of love and loyalty to India are not only heard in 
the Indian capital New Delhi, they are also heard in the capitals of Pakistan, China and 
America. Policy makers in those capitals reach the logical conclusion that even if they 
were to help the Tamils now, if they were to achieve their legitimate rights because of 
that help, they would go back to India once their problems are solved. So they shy away 
from offering any help to the Tamil minority. Instead they compete to provide military 
assistance to the Sri Lankan government, hoping to have at least some influence in Sri 
Lanka. 
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2. We Do Not Ask You to Risk Your Soldiers to Protect Us 

3. Please Stop Arming and Training The Oppressive Sri Lankan Army 
4. Please Do Not Create A Monster You Cannot Control 

5. Talk With Us, We Are A Reasonable People 


Abbreviations 


LTTE - Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
NATO - North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
USA (US) - United States of America 


1. Introduction 


In order to end the Yugoslavian army and police atrocities against the minority Albanians 
in Kosovo, the United States of America (USA) and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) launched air strikes against Yugoslavia in March 1999. Some 
American reporters and political commentators asked, "Why is our government risking 
American lives to help the minority Albanians while it is doing nothing in Sri Lanka 
where similar atrocities by the Sri Lankan police and army against minority Tamil 
civilians are going on for years?" (Actually the US government is selling weapons and 
training the oppressive Sri Lankan military in a low-key manner for the past two years.) 


2. We Do Not Ask You to Risk Your Soldiers to Protect Us 


Yes, we the minority Tamils of Sri Lanka, would very much like US, NATO and other 
countries to help us to live in peace in our own historical homeland with dignity and 
freedom. But, we do not ask the US or any nation to risk the lives of their young men and 
women to protect us. We will face the oppressing Sri Lankan police and military and 
protect our children, old people and the infirm with our own blood. We do not ask the US 
or any nation to give us a single penny to buy weapons and ammunition to protect our 
young, old and the infirm. We will buy arms and ammunition with our own sweat and 
labor. But...but...please do not sell arms or facilitate the sale of arms to the oppressive Sri 
Lankan government. Please do not train the oppressive Sri Lankan military. 


3. Please Stop Arming and Training The Oppressive Sri Lankan Army 


Continued arming and training of the oppressive Sri Lankan military could eliminate the 
only force, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), that stands between at least 
some restraint on the part of the Sri Lankan military and the "all out killing and raping" 
of minority Tamil civilians as it is now happening in Kosovo today (April 1999). 


If, with the training and weapons from the US and other countries, the Sri Lankan 
military were to "finish off" the Tamil fighters (the LTTE), the Sri Lankan government 
will do exactly what the Yugoslavian government in doing now (April 1999)-Unleash a 
wave of terror against the Tamil minority, with the LTTE no longer there to blunt off the 
Sri Lankan military. This is not a scare story. We have suffered many times in the past at 
the hands of the Sri Lankan government. Violence unleashed against the Tamil minority 
in 1956, 1958, 1961, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1981 and 1983 attest to this (these massacres 
happened before the formation of LTTE or when LTTE was still a minor force). 
Speaking of one of these terror programs, Mr. Natanel Lorch, Israeli Charge d' Affaires to 
Sri Lanka during 1958 to 1960 said, "In Sri Lanka, in 1958, programs were committed 
against Tamils, barely reported in the western media, but on a scale and with a 
brutality which compare to the worst in the annals of the Jewish people." What 
happened in 1958 pale when compared to the massacres of 1983. Once the LTTE is 
"finished off" with the weapons and training provided by US and other countries, there 
will be massacres and rapes by the Sri Lankan army comparable to what is happening in 
Kosovo today (April 1999). Sri Lanka will not listen to reason or plea from the US or 
other countries. Did it listen to world condemnation in 1956, 1958, 1961, 1974, 1977, 
1979, 1981 and 1983? Please read eye-witness accounts of the blood-chilling atrocities 
committed against Tamils in 1956, 1958, 1961, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1981 and 1983 (Search 
the Internet, you will find plenty of material). Also read reports of murders, mass graves, 
rapes, tortures and disappearances of Tamil civilians during the tenure of the current Sri 
Lankan President Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga from Amnesty International and other 
reputable human rights organizations. 


4. Please Do Not Create A Monster You Cannot Contain 


Please do not create a monster you cannot contain. Even today, as the Sri Lankan foreign 
minister is making the rounds around the world seeking help for the Sri Lankan military, 


(1) Sri Lankan Ambassador to the US refused to come before a US Congressional 
Committee discussing human rights abuses in Sri Lanka and elsewhere. (The Sri Lankan 
government censors news, and severely restricts operations of international human rights 
groups and international relief agencies in order to keep the world blind of the true extent 
of murders, rape, torture and disappearances of Tamil civilians.) 


(2) When US and some other countries expressed their dissatisfaction about the violence 
and fraud during the recent Provincial Council elections (January 1999), the Sri Lankan 
Foreign Ministry rebuked them that it is their internal affair and that US and the other 
countries should keep quiet. 


This Sri Lankan intransigence is happening at a time when Sri Lanka is actively seeking 
military assistance from foreign governments to defeat the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). Will it listen to world opinion when there is no LTTE and the Sri Lankan 
government has no need for weapons and training from US and other countries? Again, 
we plead to you in the name of humanity, to please do not arm and train the oppressive 
Sri Lankan military. Please do not create a monster you cannot contain. 


5. Talk With Us, We Are A Reasonable People 


We know that great powers have strategic and economic interests far away from their 
shores. If you have strategic or economic concerns about the emergence of Tamil Eelam 
(homeland for the oppressed Tamil minority), please talk with us. You will find us to be a 
very reasonable people, partners in peace and prosperity. 
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7. 
American Ambassador Speaks about the Sri Lankan Ethnic Conflict 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: April 2001] 


On March 7, 2001, American Ambassador to Sri Lanka, E.Ashley Will, told a primarily 
Tamil audience at the Jaffna Public Library that America is against an independent Tamil 
Eelam and that Tamil people must be treated equally, respectfully and with dignity within 
a democratic Sri Lanka. 


That is the problem; Tamil people are not treated equally, respectfully and with dignity 
within Sri Lanka. If the Sinhala majority and the Sri Lankan government treat all the 
people living in the island equally, irrespective of their race or religion, there would be no 
demand for an independent homeland (Tamil Eelam) for the Tamil minority. But that is 
not the case; all the races and religions there are not treated equally by the government. 
Even the newly proposed constitution that is tooted as fair and just by the Sri Lankan 
President Mrs. Kumaratunga, enshrines a special status for the Buddhist religion that is 
practiced by the vast majority of Sinhalese and none of the Tamil minority. Does this not 
relegate the Tamil minority, who are mostly Hindus with a sizable number of Muslims 
and Christians and, nay, a Buddhist, to a second-class status in relation to the Sinhala 
Buddhists? (Sinhalese are mostly Buddhists with a small percentage of Muslims and 
Christians. ) 


Let the Sri Lankan Government and the Sinhala majority show their commitment to a 
united Sri Lanka where everyone, irrespective of religion or race, is equal, by removing 
the special status afforded to Buddhism in the proposed constitution. Then the Tamil 
people will realize that the Sri Lankan Government and the Sinhala majority are sincere 
and will drop their demand for an independent homeland where they can live in peace as 
first class citizens. 


I request the Ambassador to use the considerable influence United States of America 
(USA) has with Sri Lanka and in the international forums to convince the Sri Lankan 
Government to drop the special status given to Buddhism in the proposed constitution. If 
the Sri Lankan Government refuses to do so, may I request the American Government to 
recognize the legitimacy of the independence struggle of the Tamil people! 


All we want is equality; but if not equality, then, independence. 
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8. 
Senator Biden Solution for Sri Lanka 


V. Subramanian 


[First Published: December 2007] 


[This article is also included in the free e-book "Thoughts and Musings on the Battle for 
Tamil Eelam" because of its relevance there also. | 


Senator Joseph R. Biden, Jr. of Delaware State is a foreign policy expert in the Senate of 
the United States of America (USA). He chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
He had been advocating the division of Iraq into three autonomous regions under a 
federal Iraqi government. The three autonomous regions would be the Shiite Region, the 
Sunni Region and the Kurdish Region. I do not know if Senator Biden had ever said 
anything about the Sril Lankan ethnic conflict between majority Sinhalese and minority 
Tamils, but his Iraqi solution could work in Sri Lanka if the Sinhala majority accepts in 
letter and spirit an autonomous Tamil Region (Tamil Eelam) within a federal Sri Lanka. 


Here is a summary of what Senator Joe Biden said about Iraq on ABC Television 
Network's weekly Sunday morning show "This Week" on October 21, 2007: 


"Either you allow one side to beat up the other, occupy the country with large number 
troops for years and keep the peace between warring parties, allow a dictator to rule and 


keep the peace or set up a federal system of government with three autonomous regions." 


Let us hope that the international community would help end the current ethnic war in Sri 
Lanka through the last option the senator enunciated. 
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